
Homeschool Naturalists
† For 6 to 10 year-olds in 1st through 5th grades

with some ability to read and write.

† $5.00 per program, per child
(Must be accompanied by an adult.) 

Winter Insects & Signs of Spring
Friday, April 25th from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
Spring is getting off to a slow start this year, so we’ll go 
on a walk to answer the question: where do insects go in 
winter? Along the way we’ll also be on the lookout for 
signs of spring (there should be some by then).

Feathered Friends
Friday, May 9th from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
This week we’ll be focusing on spring bird phenomena 
including songs, nest-building, and migrations.

Beaver Study
Friday, June 13th from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
This week we’ll talk about beaver biology and how 
beavers are adapted to their watery habitats. We’ll also 
take a walk around Sawmill Lake to see their habitat 
first-hand. 

These hands-on activities provide homeschoolers 
with opportunities to explore the natural world and 
interact with their peers. Sug gestions for further 
study and resources are provided.

A Sense of Spring 1, 2, & 3 
Thursday April 24th, May 1st and 8th
Friday, April 25th, May 2nd and 9th 
Join us this spring to explore seasonal phenomena 
including life cycles of plants, animals, and worms. 

Busy Beavers 
Thursday, June 12th or Friday, June 13th
Are beavers really busy? You bet! Join us at Sawmill 
Lake for a first-hand look at beaver signs and habitat. 
We may walk up to half a mile on a lakeside trail.

Forest Fun
Thursday, June 19th or Friday, June 20th
We’ll take a walk (about a half mile) on an easy trail 
through the woods to explore a forest habitat, reading 
stories and playing games along the way.

Pond Study
Thursday, June 26th or Friday, June 27th
Come prepared to get your feet a bit wet and use nets to 
search for the critters that live in Sawmill Lake.

Naturalist programs are designed to encourage children’s curiosity, engaging them 
hands-on in the natural world through outdoor activities, stories, games and crafts.
Class sizes are limited. Registration is required.

NATURALIST PROGRAMS
•

Fledgling Naturalists
† For 2.5 to 5 year-olds and an adult partner.

† $5.00 per program, per adult/child pair
$3.00 for additional siblings age 2 and up.

Homeschool Hikes
† For homeschoolers age 10 and up.

† $3.00 per hike, per child
(Must be accompanied by an adult.) 

These easy to moderate, naturalist-led hikes will range 
between one to three miles and are a great opportunity 
for older homeschoolers to get a little fresh air and 
exercise while socializing with their peers, and learning 
a bit about nature and history along the way. Call 973-
875-4800 to register and for hike information. 

Hikes will be selected based on seasonal events 
and conditions and details about each specific 
hike will be available the week before the hike is 
scheduled. 

Thursdays, 1:00 to 2:00 PM  or  

Fridays, 10:30 to 11:30 AM

Wednesdays, April 9th, May 14th, and June 11th 

from 1:00 to 3:00 PM  
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How do we register?
You may register by calling the Park Office 
at 973-875-4800 or stopping by the office in 
person.

You must register at least 24 hours before a 
program is scheduled to begin. 

How do we pay?
You may pay by credit card by calling the Park 
Office at 973-875-4800, or you may pay in-
person via cash, credit card, or check, at the 
Park Office, located on Route 23, across from 
the main entrance to the Park.

Payment must be received before you attend a 
program. Payments cannot be accepted at the 
Interpretive Center.

What if we can’t make it?
If the Park must cancel a program, we will 
issue a full refund. If you are unable to attend a 
program, no refunds will be given.

Where do we meet?
Unless otherwise indicated, programs will meet 
in the Interpretive Center, located on the left, 
past the beach, but before the Cedar Swamp 
picnic area. Homeschool hikes will meet at the 
hike trailhead and June Fledgling Naturalist 
programs meet in the field (full information will 
be provided when you register).

† FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions)

Knowledge without love will not stick.
But if love comes first, knowledge is sure to follow.•

What should we wear?
Programs take place both inside and out, so 
dress for the weather, and keep in mind that it 
is often a bit cooler and windier at High Point. 
Play clothes are recommended, as kids often get 
a bit dirty during craft activities and outdoor 
play. For hiking, sturdy shoes and long pants are 
usually best. You may want to bring water on 
insect repellent.

What if it rains?
Usually programs will go on as scheduled, but 
may be adapted for less outdoor time (but still 
dress for the weather). If the weather is severe, 
we may attempt to reschedule a program. 
More specific information about this season’s 
programs will be available when you register.

Do I participate?
Yes! The Fledgling programs especially are 
designed for children to participate with an 
adult caregiver. For Homeschool Naturalists, an 
adult is required to be present, and your input 
and participation are always welcome.

Can I bring younger or older 
siblings along?
For Fledgling Naturalist programs, you are 
welcome to bring infant or toddler siblings, 
as long as you are still adequately able to 
participate with your preschooler. Please make 
other arrangements for older siblings. 

For Homeschool Naturalists, you may bring 
siblings, but keep in mind that older 
children are likely to be bored, and younger 
children must either be physically capable 
of accompanying us, or young enough to be 
carried. For some programs we may be on 
terrain that is navigable by an all-terrain style 
stroller, but not all.

For Homeschool Hikes, younger siblings may 
accompany us if they are physically capable of 
keeping up with the group or young enough to 
be carried.

If you have questions, please ask for more 
information about specific programs when you 
register.
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